
Survey results – NFU 2018 and UUJ 2019 

NFU carried out a survey in Feb 2018 on farmers in England mainly in attendance at an agricultural 

conference. 117 farmers/farm managers responded. 

Amy McShane, UU Environmental Health graduate carried out a similar survey in NI in February 2019 

as a research project as part of her studies in BSc Environmental Health course (supervisor L Shaw, 

UU). This was mainly from online responses as well attending a local livestock market. 130 farmers 

responded. 

 

Similar themes were included in the survey and investigated 

• Farm Tidiness 

• Frequency of use of Rodenticides 

• Control measures used 

• Consideration of a professional pest controller 

• Possibility of further restrictions regarding rodenticides 

• Status of permanent baiting 

 

The NI 2019 survey also included 

• Membership of Farm Assurance Schemes 

• Training offered and taken by farmers 

• Experiences at the point of sale 

 

The following is a summary of the findings from both studies and some comparisons made: 

  



Farm Tidiness 

UFU/CRRU survey 2018 - England 

 

UU survey 2019 – NI 

 

 

While UU used a smaller number of scores to choose from the range was kept the same i.e. from 

embarrassing to impeccable 

NI farmers rated their farms tidier in general compared to the 2018 England based survey. 

The result may be interpreted as encouraging with respect to pest management however it was self-

assessed with no ‘control’/reference bar and may have the potential to be subject to a ‘halo’ effect.  



Rodenticides use by farmers 

 

UFU/CRRU survey 2018 - England 

 

 

UU survey 2019 – NI 

 

 

Continuous/permanent baiting appears to be more widely used in NI farms and while that may 

cause concern, there is also encouragingly a slightly bigger proportion of famers in NI that never use 

rodenticides or do so once a year. Over a quarter of farmers in NI report to use rodenticides once a 

year or less. 

  



Control measures used by farmers 

 

UFU/CRRU survey 2018 - England 

 

 

UU survey 2019 – NI 

 

 

While there are some differences, both the England and NI survey indicate that while farmers do use 

other control methods, the use of rodenticides is the most frequently used control measure. It may 

indicate that IPM and the hierarchy of control is not always put in practice. 

In the NI 2019 survey 54% believed that rodenticide use was the only effective method of pest 

control with the remaining 46% being aware that it is not the only effective method. 

  



Employment of Professional Pest Controllers 

 

UFU/CRRU survey 2018 - England 

 

 

UU survey 2019 – NI 

 

 

In both surveys the majority have never considered the use of a professional pest controller. NI 

farmers have had less consideration of the use of a professional pest controller to manage rodents 

on their farms than in England. 

  



Further restriction of rodenticides 

This question was not asked in the same way in NI. 

UFU/CRRU survey 2018 - England 

 

 

UU survey 2019 – NI 

In the NI survey, farmers where asked if they were aware that stricter purchasing and deployment of 

rodenticides may be put in place if the UK fails to meet EU requirements on the safe use of 

rodenticides. 

Only 42% said that they were aware of possible stricter controls. 

58% said they were not aware of possible stricter controls. 

NI 2019 survey does show that many farmers are aware of the consequences however there is still a 

large proportion that lack awareness 

  



Permanent Baiting on Farms 

 

UFU/CRRU survey 2018 - England 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UU survey 2019 – NI 

 

 

There are more responses to the extremes in NI. While there is more reporting permanent baiting to 

be essential, conversely there is also more reporting that they never permanently bait compared to 

the England survey. 

  



NI Survey 2019 – further findings 

 

Farm Assurance 

59% of participants were part of a Farm Assurance Scheme. 41% were not. 

 

Rodenticide Stewardship Scheme 

Only 22% reported to have some awareness of the rodenticide stewardship scheme. 78% reported 

no awareness. 

 

Sale Restrictions 

61% of farmers were aware of restrictions on the sale of rodenticides and only 39% were not. From 

the answers provided only 27 of the 130 farmers surveyed had not bought a quantity of rodenticide 

in the past 2 years. Of those that reported to have purchased rodenticides the majority were not 

asked for proof of authorisation to purchase the products. 

 

This may indicate that more work is needed at the point of sale 

 

Training 

Only 31% of farmers had been offered training at some point relating to rodent control. The majority 

of farmers (69%) had not been offered any training.  

Only 20% of farmers surveyed had completed training on rodent control with 80% having no training 

at all. 

Positively it can be taken from these results that 65% of farmers offered training then completing 

the training. This is an encouraging uptake rate.  



Analysis 

Some inferential analysis was carried out using SPSS. 

• With regards to farmers who believe that poison is the only effective method of control, 

SPSS was used to carry out a Chi-Square test. It revealed that farmers who believed that 

poison was the only effective method of pest control were significantly more likely to also 

rate permanent baiting as essential (p= <0.001).  

• A strong relationship between farmers who believed poison was the only effective method 

of pest control and those who continuously used poison on their farm was uncovered 

(p=.000). With the same relationship being identified for those who never use poison on 

their farm and believe other alternative methods of pest control are just as effective 

(p=.000). 

• Statistical analysis revealed that farmers who attended training in relation to the safe use of 

rodenticides were significantly more likely to clear vegetation (p=0 037) and to rat-proof 

their dwellings (p=<.001). 

• Statistical analysis identified that farmers who were aware of the current restrictions on the 

sale of rodenticides were significantly more likely to be aware of the additional restrictions, 

the EU may impose on the sale and use of rodenticides if current requirements are not 

achieved (P= <.001). 

• A Chi-Square test identified that farmers who completed training on the safe use of 

rodenticides were significantly more likely to use a professional pest controller compared to 

farmers that did not complete rodenticide training (P=.002). 


